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Prot. 2011/015/PU

Siena il 29 Marzo 2011 

Hon. Obama Michelle

The White House. 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Dear Mrs Obama,

I’m the President of Fondazione Qualivita, 

Since long we have been following with interest the “Let’s move” campaign you are promoting to face the dramatic problem of the childhood obesity that is affecting your Country. We support you with our encouragement and share the commitment, since Europe, and Italy in particular, suffer from the same problem.

We promoted and obtained the recognition for the healthy Mediterranean Diet as UNESCO’s “World Heritage”.

The Italian National Research Council has been carrying on thorough surveys and since 2007 it came to the conclusion that “Italian children are the most obese in Europe” (with the serious consequences you are aware of).

On the 9th of April 2011 Lecce, a city of art in the South of Italy, will host a conference with the title “S.O.S” (Save our sons), organized by Gli Amici di Mago Zurlì, an Italian non-profit organization aiming to safeguard children’s wellfare and rights according to the UN General Assembly Resolution.

The conference will host important scientists that will deal with the problem, taking into account your considerations and the hints you are giving to American families: Healthy Eating, Physical Activity, family’s Love and Care for the children (Save Our Sons: this is our message).

Your presence at the conference would draw the media’s attention and we would be pleased to have you as our guest of honor and endorser. 

Since we are aware that the Fist Lady’s agenda will unlikely allow you to be present, we kindly request you to support us with a video or audio message that will be used to introduce our initiative.

We hope to have the chance to meet you soon in person, so as to acquaint you with the conference results and to contribute this way to your campaign for the children’s well-being. 

Paolo De Castro

And The Association “Gli Amici di Mago Zurlì”: Cino Tortorella and Lucio Catamo
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